
   December 2, 2016 

 

Hunting Oregon big game over bait sites. 

Over the past couple decades I have been discovering more and more baited hunting stands which 

violate my hunting ethic and belief in “Fair Chase”.  Some have been permanent (spikes driven into 

trees), many are  ladder tree stands and many ground blinds, both made from surrounding foliage and 

commercially offered pop-up type.  In my younger days I preferred to hunt the deep wilderness and high 

mountains but as with most of us, my age is slowing me down and decreasing my mobility. 

This year during a week and a half hunting the North Fork John Day Wilderness area I discovered a 

hunting stand baited with an unidentified brown sugary substance.  Later identified by a horse camp 

occupant as being his party’s site, he also described his 4 other baited stands in the area.  

To escape the concentration of people and their questionable hunting technique, I decided to move to 

the National Forest east of Ukiah where off-road motorized vehicle travel is restricted.  While in that 

area I became alarmed and frustrated with the numerous baited hunting sites that all had recent major 

evidence of motorized vehicle traffic to them. Several had major trails cut through heavy new growth.  

Those locations suggest motorized vehicles had been used to carry in heavy tree stands, ground blind 

equipment, and bait into the remote habitat areas.  Bait included apples, salt blocks, an unknown brown 

sugary substance, and meat Styrofoam trays and wrappers which obviously were intended for 

something other than deer and elk.  All the stands had trail cameras, likely to identify visitation trends. 

While hunting I heard an ATV but was not able to catch up to it to identify the operator.  Of the 6 baited 

sites that I discovered in the National Forest, two of the baited stands were occupied at the time I found 

them.  If that hunting technique was illegal, those hunters could have been identified. 

In 1994 Oregon Measure 18 was introduced and carried forward by non-hunting organizations and it 

was passed in the state.  It made hunting for bears using bait, illegal. That measure was supported likely 

due to the outrage of many non-hunters and hunters alike.   

I believe that the measure fell short of the desired intent of reestablishing the “Fair Chase” aspect of our 

hunting heritage.  Perhaps the organizers and likely many of our voters did not realize that hunting other 

big game (deer and elk) over baited sites, was “not illegal” and apparently common.  I hope to correct 

this possible oversight and make hunting all big game more ethical and more aligned with the concept of 

“Fair Chase” which is also greatly advocated by two of America’s major hunting organizations. 

From Pope and Young’s web site home page:  “Simply defined, fair chase is the ethical, sportsmanlike, and 

lawful pursuit of free-ranging wild game animals in a manner which does not give the hunter an improper or 

unfair advantage over the animal.” 

Nearly identical to Pope and Young, is this from Boone and Crockett’s hunting ethics web page:  “…the 

ethical, sportsmanlike, and lawful pursuit and taking of any free-ranging wild, native North American big 

game animal in a manner that does not give the hunter an improper advantage over such animals.” 

I encourage the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife to prohibit hunting big game over bait sites.  It 

will preemptively lessen the chances of anti-hunting groups rallying to further campaign and chip away 

at our hunting privileges.  I also believe it will lessen the motivation for illegal motor vehicle operation in 

restricted areas.   


